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The Poetry of John Mikon

John Rogers

vale

A study of Milton’s poetry, with some attention to his Interary sources, his contemporaries, his controversial prose.,
and his decisve influence on the course of English poet

Syl ase R

Dante’s Inferno, Purgatory and Paradise
Giuseppe Mazzotta

Yale

The course is an introduction to Dante and his cultural milieu through a critical reading of the Divine Com edy and
selected minor works (Vita nuova, Corvivio, De wulgari eloquentia, Epistle to Cangrande). An anaysis of Dante’s
autobiography, the Vita nuowva, estabishes the poetic and political drcum stances of the Comedy's com position.
Readings of Inferno, Purgatory and Paradse seek to situate Dante’s work within the ntellectual and socal context
of the lat= Middle Ages, with spedal attention pad to political, philosephicd and theological concerns. Topics in
the Divine Comedy explored over the course of the semester include the relationship betw een ethics and
aesthetics; love and knowledge; and exile and history

ERPENESTIEYe

Literary Theory
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. A study of Milton's poetry, with some attention to his literary sources, his contemporaries, his controversial prose, Epp— _
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Lecture 1 - Introduction: Miton, Power, and the Pow er of Milton:

e

An introduction to John Miton: man, poet, and kegend. Milton's place at the center of the Englsh literary
canon is asserted, articulated, and examined through a discussion of Milton's long, complicated assodation
with literary power. The conception of Miltonic power and its calculated use in politicd literature is
analyzed in the feminist writings of Lady Mary Chudleigh, Mary Astell, and Virginia Woolf, Later the god-
like qualities often ascribed to Miltonic authority are consdered alongside Satan's excursus on the
constructed nature of divine might in Paradise Lost, and the notorious chaacter's method of analyds is
shown to be a useful mode of encountering the author himself.

» Lecture 2 -The Infant Cry of God:

Milton's early ode, "On the Morning of Christ’s Nativity” (1629) & presented and discussed. The author's
preoccupation with his standing as a novice poet and his ealy ambitions, as carefully outined in the letter
to Charles Diodati, are examined. The ode's subject matter, other poets’ treatment of the Mativity, and
Milton's peculiar contributions to the micro-genre are discussed, induding his curious tem pord choices,
the competitive attitude of his narator, and the mingling of Christian and classcal elements. The
rejection of the pagan word in the poem’s final stanzas is explicated and underscored as an issue that wil
recur throughout the corpus. Additional reading assignments for this class meeting indude “"At aV acation
Exercise in the College” (1628), "On the Death of a Fair Infant” (1628), and Elegia s=xta” (1629).

Lecture 3 - Credible Employment:

This lecture examines the role and meanings of the word vocation in Miton's ife4ong meditation on (and
concern for) what t means to be chosen by God. Milton’s profound anxiety in the years following his
graduation from Cambridge regarding his poetic career and, more spedificdly, his status as a Christian poet
selected by God for greatness is outlined. The topic is traced through Milton’s polkemical treatise The
Reason of Church Government, the poem “Ad Patrem ,” and the author's correspondence. Particular

em phasis is placed on Milton’s nterpretations of the parable of the talents and the parable of the
workers in the vineyard. Substantal context on the nature of election and salvation is supplied from the
writings of John Calvin and Max Weber,
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